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produced by mere civility. We often see weakness with civility
and arrogance, untruth, etc., with disobedience. In r.ivil disobe-
dience, everything should be above reproach and there should
be complete fearlessness. As long as there are persons who break
up the inseparable elements of this expression and accept only
"disobedience" from it, it is well-nigh impossible to conduct civil
disobedience. If, however, the people would boycott those who
offer civil disobedience, the latter could demonstrate their strength.
If they do not adopt that course, I shall have to non-co-operate
with the party advocating violence, as I do with the Government.
I do not believe that the country is prepared for violence or
that the weak "rice-eaters" can in any way profit from swaraj
won through violence. They will remain victims of the votaries of
violence, much as they aie today. What the devotees of violence
desire is not swaraj for the millions of India but power for them-
selves. Of course, they will not admit this charge. They do
not even know that their activities are bound to have this result.
I have not written this article in order to blame them. I am
merely pointing at the consequences of their activities.
It is only by following the path of non-violence that India
can win freedom in a few months. I believe that it cannot do so
even in a hundred years by following the path of violence; if, more-
over, the swaraj for which we are struggling is the swaraj of the
poor and of the weak "rice-eaters", then the latter will not be
able to shake off their weakness for a century [along the path of
violence]. By our experiment in non-violence, we show even to
the poor that, if they choose, they can display the same strength
of their soul as an emperor can through his.
If this is not so, if this belief is unfounded, then this non-violent
non-co-operation is also wrong and we can speak simply of non-
co-operation. We should stop using terms like civility, peace,
truth, etc., and calling the Government Satanic. One who fights
with Satanic means has no right to regard or describe the opponent
as Satanic.
I have, thus, more than enough reasons to be filled with
despair, but I will certainly not give up hope. I shall hope that
India will understand- the foil propriety of the Bardoli Tesolu-
tions, that at least some provinces, if not all, in any event Gujarat,
will thoroughly understand the absolute necessity of peace or
that, if I cannot make even Gujarat understand it, there will be
at least some individuals in the country who will understand this
great step. My last hope is that, if I have always shown to India
the path of truth, God will grant me the good sense and strength